University of South Carolina

Scholar Commons
September

2007

9-5-2007

The Daily Gamecock, WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 5, 2007
University of South Carolina, Office of Student Media

Follow this and additional works at: https://scholarcommons.sc.edu/gamecock_2007_sep

Recommended Citation
University of South Carolina, Office of Student Media, "The Daily Gamecock, WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 5,
2007" (2007). September. 17.
https://scholarcommons.sc.edu/gamecock_2007_sep/17

This Newspaper is brought to you by the 2007 at Scholar Commons. It has been accepted for inclusion in
September by an authorized administrator of Scholar Commons. For more information, please contact
digres@mailbox.sc.edu.

Sports

The Mix

Sports Editor Alex Riley breaks down
an unprecedented weekend in another
kind of Gamecock football See page 7

USC senior Matthew Brooks joins the
high-rollers in a high-stakes poker
vacation in Las Vegas See page 5

Local News............. 2
Opinion..................4
Puzzles....................6
Comics.....................6
Horoscopes...............6
Classiﬁed.................8

TODAY

Thursday

97 69

95 69

dailygamecock.com
THE UNIVERSITY OF SOUTH CAROLINA

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 5, 2007

VOL. 101, NO. 9 ● SINCE 1908

Graffiti spreads love, hope across campus
No lead in USC property damage case,
students have mixed reactions to messages
Kathleen Kemp

THE DAILY GAMECOCK

Students returning from
Labor Day weekend may
h ave not ic e d s ome ne w
additions to campus as they
walked to class.
Several incidents of graffiti
occurred over the break, and
as of Tuesday had not been
removed.
US C PD of f ic er E r ic
Grabski said no arrests had
been m ade yet a nd t hat
t he i nvest igat ion is st ill
ongoing.
The graffiti is located at
several different spots around
the Pickens Street Bridge,
but is not necessarily related,
Grabski said.
“Love is the movement”
is written in foot-long white
block letters, following the
slope on the red brick that
circles Gibbes Green.
“Another world is possible”
is written a few feet away
in thin capital black letters,
difficult to read in the shade
of the surrounding trees.
On t he red br ick t hat
leads to the nearby LeConte
building, similar black letters
spell out, “There is Hope.”
A fou r t h, located at t he
foot of a staircase leading
to Gambrell, says “Kathy
Loves Ben 4evah” with the
word “love” being replaced
by a white heart.
The side of McK issick
Museum was also vandalized
with the phrases “Peace and
love,” “Music is life,” and
“Love is a moment.” Damage

from that was estimated at
$200, according to a police
report.
Leslee Jacobs, a secondyear early childhood
education student, said that
she doesn’t mind the graffiti,
and even respects the positive
message.
“As long as it doesn’t say
anything crude or foul I’m
OK with it,” Jacobs said. “I
generally don’t really notice
it, since I’m in such a hurry
to get to class.”
Brian Mather, a fourthyear math student, said the
graffiti takes away from the
goals of USC.
“This campus was built
as an educational institute,”
Mather said, “This is kind of
muddying it up.”
Grabski said positive and
profane graffiti merit the
same penalty.
Taylor Curtin, a first-year
math major, said the graffiti
is offensive even if it has a
nice message.
“It’s disrespectful even if
what’s written isn’t horrible,”
Curtin said.
William Henr yhand, a
fourth-year English major,
said he’s noticed a rise in oncampus graffiti.
He said when he sees it,
he just acknowledges that
it’s graffiti and continues
walking without considering
what it says.
“I g uess it’s sad if t he
message doesn’t get out
because people don’t stop to
read it,” Henryhand said.

MEG GAILLARD / THE DAILY GAMECOCK

SPRAY PAINTED GRAFFITI MESSAGES OF LOVE, LIFE AND HOPE WERE FOUND MARKING THE BENCHES AND BUILDLINGS AROUND CAMPUS YESTERDAY.
Grabski said the vandal
wou ld b e c h a r g e d w it h
malicious injury of personal
property, a misdemeanor, if
caught.
A conviction could bring
a fine or less than 30 days in
prison.
“It all depends on how
much property is damaged,”
Grabski said.
If the perpetrator was a
student, they could face more
severe punishment.
Grabski said they would
be reported to the Student

USC to receive research grant
of $10.7 million for five years
Students, faculty to participate
in colon, rectal cancer studies
Jess Davis

NEWS EDITOR

of faculty, grad students and undergrad
students in labs all over the university,”
Berger said. The research also happens
a t t h e m e d i c a l s c h o o l , Ve t e r a n s ’
Administration medical center and the
SC Cancer Center at Palmetto Health
hospital.
In the first five years, the program
developed an outreach program to promote
awareness of and education about colon
and rectal cancers, Berger said. They also
“identified a lot of molecules involved
in inf lammat ion and made prog ress
in development and understanding of
preventative and therapeutic drugs.”
Berger said he wants the cancer center,
which would be part of USC , to be
involved in Innovista by 2012. By that
time, it should be funded without needing
NIH grants, he said.
Colorectal cancer “touches everybody,”
Berger said. “It probably touches people in
your family or someone you know.”

USC researchers will get a $10.7 million
grant from the National Institutes of
Health to study colorectal cancer over the
next five years, the school will announce
today.
The grant is a renewal of a 2002 fiveyear grant of $11.2 million. By the time the
current grant expires in 2012, researchers
hope to have established a comprehensive
cancer center, said Frank Berger, biological
sciences professor and head of the South
Carolina Cancer Center.
The grant will be announced today at
11 a.m. in Berger’s laboratory in the Coker
Life Sciences building.
Berger said the grant supports “research
on the diagnosis, prevention, therapy and
Comments on this story? E-mail gamecocknews@
general biology of colorectal cancer.”
“We have a very interactive network gwm.sc.edu

Judicial Office.
“If it’s a st udent , t hat
v iolates t he Code of
Conduct,” Grabski said.
Curtin said the graffiti
painter shouldn’t get any
punishment as severe as jail
time or a fine.
“ T he y s hou ld j u s t b e
warned not to do it again,”
Curtin said.
Grabski said the school is
responsible for cleaning up
graffiti.
“When we do find graffiti,
w e g i v e it t o t h e U S C

facilities folks and they clean
it up as soon as possible,”
Grabski said.
Katie Maglio, a fourthyear political science student,
said she finds the graffiti
disrespectful.
“We have a nice campus;
I pay out-of-state tuition,”
Maglio said. “It’s sad to see
our money go to [cleaning
this up].”
Maglio said she thinks this
incident is part of a larger
trend in the Columbia area.
“Graffiti’s getting big in

Colorectal cancer kills:
800 South Carolinians annually
56,000 Americans annually

Diagnosed with the
disease every year are:
2,000 South Carolinians
150,000 Americans
Source: Frank Berger, director, SC Cancer Center

Columbia,” Maglio said. “But
keep it off campus. It looks
bad when people visit.”
Grabsk i sa id USC PD
investigates graffiti in several
different ways, including
analyzing what the graffiti
actually says, any eyewitness
accounts and surveillance
video.
Se ver a l outdoor a rea s
around campus have video
cameras.
Comments on this story? E-mail
gamecocknews@gwm.sc.edu

CGC Chat
tonight
The ﬁrst Carolina Global
Community (CGC) chat of the
semester will be tonight at 7 p.m.
in South Quad. USC art professor
David Voros will talk about
international themes in art.
Voros teaches studio art courses,
specializing in painting. His work
addresses personal history and
experience in the context of western
mythology, as well as the history of
painting and contemporary popular
culture.
Voros will be discussing these topics,
among others, including a study
abroad trip he led to Italy this
summer.
Students in the Carolina Global
Community live together in
South Quad. They are a mixture
of American and international
students. A Q&A session and
refreshments will follow the chat.

California peeper sues police for return of $10,000 pornography collection
Authorities awaiting
court decision before
turning over material
SAN RAFAEL, Calif. - A
m a n re c e nt l y ja i le d f or
secretly videotaping a woman

and a teenage girl has sued a
police department for the
return of his massive porn
collection taken during the
investigation.
Dennis Saunders, 59, filed
suit against San Rafael police
in Marin County Superior
Court after the department
refused to give back some

500 pornographic movies
and 250 magazines his lawyer
described as unrelated to the
peeping case.
“There’s absolutely no
legal foundation for them
withholding perfectly legal
adult-oriented material,”
Tiburon attorney Jon Rankin
said.

The video collection alone
was likely wort h at least
$10,000, Rankin said.
Saunders was arrested in
2002 and charged with taping
the 45-year-old woman and
16 -year-old g irl in t heir
bedrooms and bathrooms at
an apartment complex where
he worked. He was convicted

of 48 m isdemeanors and
sentenced to more than eight
years in jail, but was released
last month with credit for
good behavior.
A lawyer representing the
city said authorities wanted
direction from a judge on
whether it would be “lawful
or appropriate” to return the

material to Saunders, who
has a histor y of peepingrelated arrests dating back
to 1979.
“If the court orders us to
give it back to him, we will
give it back to him,” cit y
law yer Thomas Bertrand
said.
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Latin festival set to heat up Columbia
Christina Elmore

THE DAILY GAMECOCK

Fourth annual street celebration oﬀers students chance to experience
lively culture ﬁrsthand through authentic cuisine, live performances
Albert Shabaz

THE DAILY GAMECOCK

A Lat i n fest iva l t h is
weekend will offer students
the chance to taste, hear and
see Latin culture in action.
The Fourth Annual Main
Street Latin Festival will
take place this Saturday and
Sunday at the South Carolina
City Center, at 1400 Main
St.
W it h p r e v io u s y e a r s’
attendance reaching 2,500,
this year GG Productions
I nc., t he orga n izat ion
spon sor i ng t he fe st iva l,
expects crowds of over 3,000.
A c c ord i n g t o G e n a r o
Padilla of GG Productions,
Sat u rday w i l l be more
focused on the arts. Live
DJs and folklorico dancers
will perform on a stage in
the center, but along with

plenty of Latin food to be
consumed, the atmosphere
will be “almost like a street
party,” Padilla said.
T h e f e s t i v a l ’s m a i n
series of events will start
at 11 a.m. Sunday. Various
Lat i n music g roups w ill
perform, including PRMC,
a reggae group from North
Carolina, Acento Norteño,
from Charlotte, Roy Y El
Negro, from Atlanta and
a loca l g roup, Pr i ncipe.
Performances will take place
on two stages.
G G Product ions of ten
promotes the festival to USC
students given its proximity
to t he campus and many
students’ interest in the Latin
culture.
“We asked permission to
put posters in the dorms and
at the Horseshoe last year,”

Professional Business Fraternity

Recruitment 2007
Monday, September 10, 8th Floor BA

Padilla said. Students “want
to know what’s going on in
the Latin community. It’s a
lot of fun,” he said.
Kim Zayas, a fourth-year
v i s u a l c o m m u n i c at io n s
student and member of the
Chi Upsilon Sigma National
Latin Sorority Inc., said she
might go to the festival.
Sha r i k a R icha rdson, a
fourth-year finance student
with a Spanish minor, said
she had heard of the festival
before.
“My teacher actually told
us about it last year, and I
know a couple of people that
went,” Richardson said.
C olu mbi a M ayor B ob
Coble said in a news release
t hat resident s shou ld
“c e le b r at e a n d s u p p o r t
t he Lat in communit y by
attending the Main Street
Latin Festival.”
“Come enjoy Lat in
music, cuisine and dance in
Columbia’s Cit y Center,”
Coble said.
Padilla said Columbia’s
support of this year’s festival
is e v idence of a cha nge
throughout the community.
“Columbia is getting ready
for a change, a good change.”
Comments on this story? E-mail
gamecocknews@gwm.sc.edu

Special to
THE DAILY GAMECOCK

Above-left: The
Palmetto Pans were
one of many acts
that performed at
last year’s festival.
This year’s festival
will take place
Saturday starting
at 4 p.m. with free
admission and then
again on Sunday
at 11 a.m. with $6
admission fee.
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Crime Report
FRIDAY, AUGUST 31
Malicious injury to personal property
Lambda Chi Alpha house, 527 Lincoln
St.
Someone damaged a red 1969 Volkswagen
van sometime between 6 p.m. Aug. 31 and 1
p.m. Sept. 3
Estimated damage: $200
Reporting offi cer: Byrum

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 1
Disorderly conduct, 7:10 p.m.
Williams-Brice Stadium, 1000 George
Rodgers Blvd.
Mary Heller was unsteady on her feet
and smelled strongly of alcohol, police
reported. When the officer spoke with
her, she became loud, boisterous and made
“inflammatory comments with derogatory
racial undertones.” She refused to calm
down.
Reporting offi cer: J. M. Harrelson

According to police reports, Larr y
Senterfelt was unsteady, had bloodshot eyes,
slurred his speech, and smelled strongly of
alcohol.
Reporting offi cer: C. Taylor

causing a disturbance in the roadway,
according to police. When approached by
the officer, Hammond began yelling “F—k
you!” He smelled of alcohol.
Reporting offi cer: W. Creasman

Disorderly conduct, 7:53 p.m.
Williams-Brice Stadium, 1000 George
Rodgers Blvd.
John Shrum and James Gasque, both 18,
appeared to be highly intoxicated, according
to police. Schrum and Gasque slurred their
speech, were unsteady on their feet, had
bloodshot eyes and smelled of alcohol.
They were loud and used profanity in front
of children.
Reporting offi cer S. Wilcox

Trespass after notice, 9:40 p.m.
Gamma Phi Beta house, 527 Gadsden St.
Bobby J. Walters was found slumped
in a rocking chair on the front porch of
the Gamma Phi Beta house, according to
police. He had been given a trespassing
notice in 2006.
Reporting offi cer: C. G. Owens

dragging. When pulled over, Ward said
that his license had been suspended.
Reporting Offi cer: N. Peter
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 2

Disorderly conduct, 8 p.m.
Williams-Brice Stadium, 1000 George
Rodgers Blvd.
William Young was cursing and giving
people the fi nger, according to police. He
also smelled of alcohol.
Reporting offi cer: M.S. Merckle

Disorderly conduct, 7:38 p.m.
Williams-Brice Stadium, 1000 George
Rodgers Blvd.
Police reported Rome Hartman was
intoxicated and could not keep his balance.
Reporting offi cer: Bynum

Public drunkenness, 8:10 p.m.
Williams-Brice Stadium, 1000 George
Rodgers Blvd.
Rob er t G ot t s h a l l w a s s t u mbl i n g,
according to police. His speech was slurred
and smelled strongly of alcohol.
Reporting offi cer: D.L. Amick

Disorderly conduct, 7:40 p.m.
Williams-Brice Stadium, 1000 George
Rodgers Blvd.

Disorderly conduct, 8:15 p.m.
Williams-Brice Stadium, 1000 George
Rodgers Blvd.
Josh Hammond and five others were

Disorderly conduct, 10 p.m.
Williams-Brice Stadium, 1000 George
Rodgers Blvd.
C e c i l H a n k s w a s c u r s i n g loud l y,
according to police. He also smelled
strongly of alcohol.
Reporting offi cer: M.S. Merckle
Trespass after notice
Calcott, 709 Bull St.
Robert Goodwin Jr. was walking between
the Bull Street Garage and Calcott. He was
given a trespassing notice July 28.
Reporting offi cer: D. Davis
Public disorderly conduct
Intersection of Bull and Devine streets
An officer responded to a call that Dennis
Barton was passed out on the sidewalk.
Barton was highly intoxicated and unable
to take care of himself.
Reporting offi cer: J. Dupree
Driving under suspension
Intersection of Blossom and Pickens
streets
On routine patrol, Keith Ward Jr.
was observed driving with his tail pipe

Disorderly conduct, assault and battery
Intersection of Barnwell and Greene
streets
Daniel Barton-Leonard was arrested
for being highly intoxicated in the road,
according to police. He was loud, unsteady
on his feet, and slurring his speech. Upon
being placed in the police car, BartonLeonard tried to kick out the window and
threatened to kill himself. He was then
taken to Baptist Hospital for evaluation,
where he spit on the officer.
Reporting offi cer: N. Peter
Malicious injury to real property
McKissick Museum, 816 Bull St.
On routine patrol, the officer noticed
graffiti painted on the outside walls. “Peace
and love,” “Music is life” and “Love is a
moment” were written.
Estimated damage: $200.
Reporting offi cer: Widdifield

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 4
Driving under suspension ( four th
notice), 12:15 a.m.
Intersection of Assembly Street and
Rosewood Drive
The officer pulled over Jarvis Whetstone
for swerving his purple ‘93 Ford Crown
Victoria. Whetstone said his driver’s license
was suspended.
Reporting offi cer: Diaz

Georgia Campus – Philadelphia College of Osteopathic Medicine

DISCOVER…
YOUR Place in Research at the
University of South Carolina

• Topics include: survey creation, effective
presentations, research and field notes,
an insider’s view and how to of the
Magellan Scholar program, and more
• 10 week, not for credit seminar
• Meets September 12th – November 14th
every Wednesday from 4:00 – 5:00 pm
First year students of ANY
major eligible! No research
experience necessary.

Experience the

D.O. Difference
Georgia Campus – Philadelphia College of Osteopathic Medicine is
dedicated to educating osteopathic physicians who practice a whole-person
approach to medicine. With a “Doctor from Day One” philosophy, our
students focus on preventive health care and learn how to encourage the
body’s natural tendency toward good health.
The campus is conveniently located in Gwinnett County, just minutes
from downtown Atlanta.
GA-PCOM also offers a certificate program and master’s degree in
biomedical sciences.

APPLY NOW FOR 2008 ADMISSION!
To register, complete form at
http://www.sc.edu/our/discover.shtml
Deadline for registration: September 7, 2007
Please contact Julie Morris, Program director of
Undergraduate Research, for more information
777-1141 or our@sc.edu.

aacomas.aacom.org

Contact us to take a tour of our new
state-of-the-art campus.

Join fellow Gamecock alumni at GA–PCOM.
866-282-4544 • admissions@pcom.edu
625 Old Peachtree Road NW, Suwanee, GA 30024

www.pcom.edu
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IN OUR OPINION

Federal drug charges
no laughing matter
According to The State, former South Carolina
Treasurer Thomas Ravenel will plead guilty to conspiracy
to possess and distribute less than 500 grams of cocaine,
ending an embarrassing summer for the embattled
Republican executive.
Ravenel’s arrest made national headlines in June, and
just as quickly he became a punch line to anyone who
could see the humor in the Charleston socialite’s fall
from grace. T-shirts sporting the slogan “Enjoy Thomas
Ravenel,” stylized to look
like the Coca-Cola logo,
have sprung up across the
state.
Wa t c h i n g a r i s i n g
political star plead guilty
to federal drug charges may
please those who think our
lawmakers need a lesson in humility, but it is no laughing
matter.
According to the Drug Enforcement Administration,
law enforcement agents seized 153.5 kilograms of cocaine
in 2006 in South Carolina alone, more than ten times as
much as any other illegal drug.
A 2005 survey also revealed that 8 percent of all high
school seniors reported using the drug at least once.
The day before Ravenel’s indictment, reporters from
the Columbia City Paper tried to fi nd crack cocaine in
downtown Columbia, succeeding in finding a dealer “not
30 seconds after entering Five Points.”
Instead of laughing, maybe it is time to worry that a
drug that can lead to addiction, physical and mental injury
and violent crime is a popular party drug for state officials.
Ravenel’s admission of guilt is not a joke—it’s a slap in the
face.

DEA law enforcement
agents seized 153.5
kilograms of cocaine in
2006 in S.C. alone.

CORRECTIONS
If you see an error in today’s paper, we want to know about it.
E-mail us at gamecockopinions@gwm.sc.edu

IT’S YOUR RIGHT
Voice your opinion on message boards at www.dailygamecock.com
or send letters to the editor at gamecockopinions@gwm.sc.edu
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THE LEAKEY FAUCET

Global warming seems convenient lie
Politicians, media create
hysteria based on factual
errors, false conclusions
The Wall Street Journal
reported last week t hat
NASA’s Goddard Institute
for Space Studies had to
revise their temperature
data for the United States
af ter it was d iscovered
t h at a tec h n ic a l er ror
was made in the original
calculations. One of the
primary talking points for
radical environmentalists
has been that six of the ten
warmest years on record
have occurred since 1990,
therefore demonstrating
a serious warming trend.
The newly recalculated and
more accurate data shows
that 1934 was indeed the
warmest year on record,
followed by 1998 and 1921.
Three of the five warmest
ye a r s o c c u r red b efore
1940 and six of the top ten
warmest years occurred
before 90 percent of the
greenhouse gases from last
century were emitted.
Th is correct ion in
data has also lowered the
average temperature of the
US during 2000 to 2006
by 0.15 degrees Celsius.
Insignificant you say? It
would seem so, until you

realize that
the total
warming
for t he US
s i nc e 1920
has been
0.21 degrees
BRAD LEAKE
Celsius.
Fourth-year
T herefore,
political science
t here has
student
been an error
c o r r e c t io n
of over twothirds!
Add this also to the fact
that NASA’s climate change
models from the 1990’s
predicted a warming trend
for this current decade,
but no such warming has
occurred. These are the
very same models that Mr.
Gore bases his computer
simulations off of in his
movie “A n Inconvenient
Truth.”
D e s p it e M r. G o r e’s
cla i ms, temperat u res
have decreased overa l l
s i n c e 19 9 8 , t he p ol a r
bear popu lat ion has
i nc r e a s e d r at he r t h a n
fa l len, A nt a rc t ica is
now in t he middle of a
co ol i ng t rend a nd t he
U.N. Intergovernmental
Panel on Climate Change
predicts a rise in sea level
between 1990 and 2100 of
eight to 17 inches rather

than the “18 to 20 feet”
that Mr. Gore suggests.
Mr. Gore regularly cites
selective sentences from
various U.N. documents,
yet he seems to have left
out the IPCC’s conclusion
on sea level rises: “It is now
widely agreed that major
loss of grounded ice and
accelerated sea level rise
are very unlikely during
the 21st century.”
Despite fac t s, globa l
wa r m i ng “den iers” a re
compared to Holocaust
deniers and denou nced
reg ularly by politicians
and certain “scholars.” If
radical environmentalists
were absolutely confident
in their conclusions, they
would not need to work so
hard to silence any dissent.
The hyster ia created
by the mainstream media
a n d m o v i e s l i k e “A n
Inconvenient Truth” is all
part of a concerted
The number of factual
errors in Mr. Gore’s movie
could fill multiple columns,
but the point is that there
are legitimate concerns
w it h t h e “c o n s e n s u s ”
we a re told to accept .
Investigate the issue for
yourself before you reach
the conclusion that you
read in the newspapers.

IN YOUR OPINION
Elevator repairs cause
lazy students tardies
I am writing in response
to a very disturbing article
I read in Tuesday’s edition
of The Daily Gamecock.
T he s t o r y, “ E le v at o r
repairs causing delays,”
detailed the slow elevators
in some of the buildings
on campus. W hat
troubled me the most, and
quite frankly angered me,
was that people claimed
they wait 20 minutes for
these elevators and are
frequently late to class.
At what point do people
think, “You know what?
I think it would be faster
to take t he stairs?”
Obv iously never. One
st udent claimed she is
usually 20 minutes late
because of the elevator.
I’m pretty sure that taking
the stairs takes at most
f ive m inutes. A not her
student said, “Usually I
press the elevator button
and sit down for 10 or 20
minutes before it actually
comes.” At fi rst glance, I
was convinced this article
came straight out of The
Onion, because no one
in their right mind would
wait so long and be late to
class rather than making
t he ef for t to t a ke t he
stairs. And certainly no
one would write an article
about this? Waiting for an
elevator instead of taking
the stairs is like waiting
20 minutes for a burger

at Bu rger K i ng when
McDon a ld’s is g iv i ng
away free burgers outside.
God help these people if
they ever encounter an
out-of-service escalator.
Then I thought maybe
the elevators are like the
magic one from “Charlie
and t he Chocolate
Factory” that can move
i n a n y d i r e c t io n a nd
break through ceilings. In
that case, I could justify
waiting 20 minutes. To all
the lazy students out there,
there is nothing wrong
w it h brea k i ng a l it t le
sweat to arrive to class
on time. If the elevators
are such a problem, do
t he h a nd ic ap p e d a nd
physically unable a favor,
and let those who really
need t he elevators use
t he m . For t ho s e w ho
h ave ne ver t a k e n t he
stairs before, it is pretty
fun. I don’t want to spoil
anything, but it is even
easier on the way down!
Alex Carroll
First-year spor t s
and entertainment
management student

Activity fee increases
insult out-of-staters
While I’m not thrilled
about the $2 increase in
st udent activit y fees, I
was really upset when my
daughter called and said
her portable phone didn’t

work in her dor m last
week. After investigating,
we discovered that USC
had begun a new program
for dorm phone service.
My daughter’s cell phone
doesn’t work in her room
in West Quad, so for $82
a semester she can plug
i n her ow n telephone
to receive local ser vice
only. This charge comes
with “free” voice mail. If
your own telephone has
an answering machine
though, it will override
t his “f ree” ser v ice. A s
an alumni parent paying
out-of-state fees, to the
tune of almost $15,000 a
semester, this new charge
is an insult! We are already
pay i ng h igher t u it ion
to of f set t he requ ired
number of SC residents
accepted so this was not
a welcome surprise! As an
ardent fan of Carolina,
it bothers me to no end
the fee increases USC is
sneaking in everywhere!
W h i le a $2 st udent
activity fee doesn’t seem
like much, when coupled
with the other increases,
attending USC is not a
f inancially sou nd idea
these days. I hate that my
child is being penalized
with all these additional
fees and increases
because she wants to be a
Gamecock like her mother
and brother!
Diane Kelley
Jacksonville, NC

It isn’t often that I delve
into touchy subjects; I last
did that in fi rst grade when
I told my girlfriend I had
contracted cooties from a
girl who picked her nose
at t he desk
beside me. My
girlfriend and
I never slept
o n t he s a me
mat at naptime
again.
It turns out
STEPHEN
that
I am not
WALDON
a
h
u
ge fan
Fourth-year
of discussing
electronic
religion wit h
journalism
many different
student
people. It
isn’t that I am
ashamed of my beliefs as a
Christian, as I’d be of the
majorit y in t he good old
South. I fi nd that there are
two sects of people that I
frankly don’t get along with
when it comes to talk ing
ab out rel ig ion: st au nc h
believers and “smarter than
thou” non-believers.
St ubborn, u nf linch ing
beliefs on any subject are
ridiculous. Sure, I can’t shake
my thoughts that Natural
Light is about as delicious
as hot RC Cola on a muggy
South Carolina afternoon,
but t hat doe sn’t mea n I
shouldn’t be willing to listen
to a guy tell me why it’s the
greatest part y beer since
Keystone Light.
I find that many
unrelenting Christians are
quick to point the Finger of
Doom . . . You know, the one
that when pointed at you is
meant to send you straight to
hell right there on the spot.
I find that the rigidness of
that sect of Christianity is
a very disturbing trend, and
I’ve never understood why
we all can’t eat at the same
table, laugh at the same jokes
and be happy with having
different beliefs. After all,
shouldn’t we as Christians
support free will? Wasn’t
that a big deal in the AllTime Best-seller?
And as offensive as it is to
listen to a crazed Christian
cast you into hell for having
too many sixes in a game of
five card draw, it is equally
offensive to hear anyone who
doesn’t believe in a higher
power ridicule those who do.
I don’t have any problem with
someone disagreeing with
any god’s existence; for all we
know, we could die and meet
a talking Twinkie in heaven,
who will acknowledge how
weird it is that I called him
“Heaven” before I ever knew
him.
Slamming any religion
for its beliefs is as narrowminded as any Christ ian
t hat slams an at heist for
not believing in God. Yes, I
realize a book from which I
take some of my faith is filled
with supernatural actions
t hat rival most of Greek
mythology or “Spiderman
3.” But ripping a religion,
any religion, for being stupid
as opposed to “different from
your beliefs” opens you up
for any rebuttal a closedm inded relig ious fanat ic
wants to give.
Simply put, we all need to
understand each other, listen
to what others believe and
respect each other’s choices,
no matter how different they
may be.
Let’s all open our minds.
Or just shut up.
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USC student lives out ultimate
Vegas experience, wins big
Special to THE DAILY GAMECOCK

Mark Killian

THE DAILY GAMECOCK

Fo u r t h -y e a r b u s i n e s s
major Matthew Brooks spent
the first weekend of school
in Las Vegas, where he had
a life-changing, poker-filled
experience.
After a turbulence-free
plane ride, Brooks landed
safe and sound at McCarran
I nter nat iona l A i r por t .
Burdened by the knowledge
that his time in the “City
of Sin” was as limited as his
checking account, Brooks
hailed a cab and set forth
towards The Imperial Palace
Hotel and Casino.
“It was one of the craziest
things I have ever seen. I
walk into the lobby and I
see Christina Aguilera on
stage behind the blackjack
table,” Brooks explained of
h is bemusement. “ W hat
was even more shock ing

was what happened after her
set. She hits the final note
of ‘Genie in a Bottle,’ hops
off stage, and replaces the
blackjack dealer in front of
her—who happened to be
Little Richard, by the way.
I know Christina was fake,
but I honestly think that
was the Little R ichard. I
mean, he did just do a Geico
commercial.”
A lt hough t he t ack y
performances caught his
eye, Brooks did not f ly to
Vegas to be serenaded by
Dealertainers (yes, that is
what they are called). Brooks
spent most of his time at the
finer casinos on the strip, his
favorite being the infamous
Caesar’s Palace, where he
created fond memories with
his fellow gamblers.
“There was this one foreign
g u y n a me d Fr o n k . Not
Frank, F-R-O-N-K Fronk.
He looked like a Norwegian

Although Fronk, Marc and
action hero. He had a barbed
wire tattoo that started at Jack served as a convenient
his right wrist, went around mea n s of enter t a i n ment
b e t w e e n
his chest,
hands, no
and down
one enhanced
the right side
“I made $400
Brook’s poker
of his body.
experience
Surprisingly,
playing poker in
as much as
he w a s o ne
the coolest city in
a talented
of the nicest
g uys I have
the USA, even after young woman
by t he name
ever met.”
losing $1,400 in
of Lizzie.
Brooks also
“ I ’m not
spoke fondly
one hand. ”
sure, but I
of some
t h i n k it was
Israel natives
love. The
who shared a
minute she put
similar fervor
her hands on my shoulders
for Texas hold ’em.
“Marc and Jack were their I lost track of what I was
names. They asked me if I doing…so I paid her for 59
knew any Hebrew so I shared more,” Brook s ex plained
a couple of phrases my Jewish o f h i s e x p e r i e n c e w it h
friends had taught me. You one of the casino massage
probably couldn’t print them therapists. “I did everything
in a newspaper, but let’s just I could to extend the time
say Marc and Jack got quite a without having to pay. I even
wrote her a poem.”
laugh out of them.”

If t he women were not
diverting Brooks’ attention,
the celebrities were. Some
of these figures of fame were
just as alluring in person as
they appear in the media.
“ I saw L eBron Ja me s.
There is only one way to
describe that man—huge.
He was surrounded by four
of the biggest bodyguards
you could imagine and his
head still stuck out like a
periscope. He walks like you
would expect someone who
makes over 20 million dollars
a year to play basketball to
walk.”
A s Brook s assessed his
numerous lasting memories
of Vegas on the plane ride
back home, he was surprised
to discover h is f inancial
standings.
“I made 4 0 0 dollars
playing poker in the coolest
city in the United States of
America, even after losing

$1,400 in one hand. After
a i r f a re , hotel e x p en se s ,
dining expenses and Lizzie
expenses my entire trip cost
me about 100 bucks. That’s
not too shabby.”
Money was not the only
positive Brooks took away
from Vegas. After years of
watching poker on television
and hours of playing online,
Brooks can finally say he
knows what it is like to play
poker like a pro.
“A lot of people t h i n k
online poker is similar to
the real thing. As far as I am
concerned, you haven’t truly
played poker until you recite
a poem to your masseuse
while sitting next to a Nordic
action hero and exchange
foreign curse words with
‘chosen’ people.”
Comments on this story? E-mail
gcksprts@gwm.sc.edu

Quirky novel entertains, charms
Christina Stritzinger
THE DAILY GAMECOCK

“How I Paid for College”
★★★★★ out of ✩✩✩✩✩
Colu m n ist Marc Acito
is best known for his “The
Gospel According to
Marc,” which has appeared
in 19 different alternative
magazines. However, Acito
has also recently explored
other t y pes of literat ure,
including screenw rit ing,
humor writing and in 2004
he released his first novel.
Motivated by Julia Cameron’s
T he A r t ist ’s Way a nd a
midlife crisis-esque drive to

express himself through the
novel, Marc Acito tackles
his story with every bit of
humor, wit and charm as
can be found in his columns.
A s w it h h is ot her work ,
Acito never hesitates to say
a ny t h i ng, a nd leaves no
taboo topic untouched in his
first novel, which includes
everything from white-collar
crime to spontaneous threeways.
How I Paid for College:
A Novel of S e x , T hef t ,
Fr i e n d s h i p , & M u s i c a l
Theater is exactly what it
sounds like—a humorous
account of a high school
senior on a mission to follow
his dreams. The book tells
the story of a determined
Edward Zanni on his quest
to attend Julliard, and his
wrestle with every obstacle
that gets in the way.
Any college student will
be able to relate to Edward’s
frustration with his father,
who doesn’t approve of his
desire to pursue acting as a
career and refuses to let him
study anything but the one
field he considers practical:
business.
H a v i n g t o c o p e w it h
a t ransient, f ree-spirited

mother who seems to be on
a permanent pilgrimage to
her inner-self, and a father
who wou ld rat her t h row
his money at his European
girlfriend than fund Edward’s
dreams, this main character
has enough drama in his life
to make even the most emo
teen feel a little bit better.
Fol lo w E d w a r d a s he
aud it ions at Ju l l ia rd,
blackmails a politician, sings
at a piano bar, skips school,
que st ion s h i s se x u a l it y,
spends a drunken night in
New York City, falls in love
and just about discovers the
meaning of life.
Despite the roller-coaster
plot t hat makes even t he
craziest of nightlife seem
bor i ng, Acito’s g if t as a
writer allows him to explore
t he adolescent mind in a
way that’s every bit as lighthearted as it is risqué.
Acito’s honest, first-person
narrative starts out like a
classic, coming-of-age novel,
but Edward’s advent ures
w it h c r i m i na l ac t iv it y
and experimentation with
bisexuality make it hardly
a “safe” choice for you r
t r ad it ion a l h ig h s c ho ol
summer reading list.

H o w e v e r, E d w a r d ’s
encou nter s w it h t hese
interesting things are hardly
distasteful and are actually
qu ite i nspi r i ng. Perhaps
even more strik ing is the
amount of intellectual food
for thought that is wound
into this novel—in no way
boring or cynical, Acito often
includes some interesting and
quite profound references
to music, drama and even
classic literature.
I f y o u’r e r e a l l y we l linformed, you might even
catch the parallels between
Edward Zanni and Oedipus
or not ice t he subt le
references to another wouldbe outlawed book, Salinger’s
The Catcher in the Rye.
If t he bright ly colored
cover or t he too -muchi n f o r m a t i o n t i t l e i s n’t
enough to catch your eye
i n t he F ic t io n s e c t io n ,
Edward Zanni’s dramatic,
over-t he-top personalit y
w i l l cer t a i n ly w i n you r
heart. Don’t miss this rare,
intelligent, emotional and
hilarious novel—you won’t
be disappointed.
Comments on this story? E-mail
gamecockfeatures@gwm.sc.edu

Big fan of
Baldwin Hills?

Check out
dailygamecock.com
for all the juice
on recent episodes
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the scene

PIC OF THE DAY

USC

Interview

Erin Ballentine / THE DAILY GAMECOCK

Miguel Salehi, first year business student, imitates a Picasso print titled “The Old
Guitarist.” He has played guitar for 6 years and currently plays in a band.

TODAY
INTERVIEW
3 P.M., 6 P.M., 8 P.M.
$5 matinee, $5.50 evenings
Nickelodeon Theatre, 937 Main Street

Quigmans ◆ By Buddy Hickerson

THE KINGDOM
8 P.M.
Free passes available at RH Info Desk
Russell House Theater
ANDROID OPERA, THIS MACHINE IS ME, HILLARY KEANE
7 P.M.
$5 over 21, $7 under 21
New Brookland Tavern, 122 State St.
MR. B’S GOODTIME KARAOKE EXPLOSION
Art Bar, 1211 Park St.

HOROSCOPES
Aries Hold off on mailings,
shipping stuff and advertising.
Focus instead on listening.
Taurus You’re generally a
cautious person. Continue
wit h t hat att it ude, while
watching for excellent deals.
Gemini A door that was closed
before has opened up just a
crack. Figure out what you
really need and ask for it again.
Cancer It’s good to listen,
although you don’t always
like what you hear. Continue
to teach from your strengths,
even when criticized by a jerk.
Leo It’s becoming apparent
w h at ne e d s t o b e do ne
next. Unfortunately, some
o f it s h o u ld h a v e b e e n
done yesterday. Get busy.
Virgo The people who yell
louder are not necessarily
right. Be polite and resilient.
Libra You’ll advance your
career now by doing what you
promised, on time. There
w ill be no more excuses
allowed, so don’t even ask.
Scorpio The crisis phase is
past, and you’ll have more time
soon for playing with friends.
This is excellent because you
really need a break. Sign
up for some comic relief.
S ag i t t ar iu s Cont i nue to
build a strong economic base
for yourself. The security
you g a i n i ncreases you r
confidence and your status.
Capricorn Make your decision
a nd t a k e a c t io n b e f o r e
discussing it any further.
You’ve talked about it enough.
Nothing’s different except that
time’s running out. Choose.
Aquarius Carefully
ex pla i n so ever yone ca n
understand. Nobody said
this was going to be easy.
In fact, it’s very hard work.
Pisces A person who loves
you very much wants to tell
you something important.
B e t t e r l i s t e n c a r e f u l l y.

9/05/07

ACROSS
1 Norse god
5 Silent mollusk?
9 Puts in order
14 Tempo
15 __ avis

Welcome to Falling Rock National Park ◆ By Josh Shalek

16 Minneapolis suburb
17 Gung-ho
18 Actor Sharif
19 "Psycho" setting
20 Fabrication
21 Unusual sighting in
the paddock?
23 Overexertion
25 Fill to excess
26 Pilfer
29 Get cozy
33 Unusual
sighting at the
aquarium?
37 Lobster eggs
38 Brit's indignant
comment
39 Nigerian tribe
40 Serengeti cat

9/05/07

41 Saloon
42 Unusual

1 2 3 4

sighting at the
aviary?
46 Hot-fudge creation
48 Saab models
49 Turow book
51 Black Sea port
55 Unusual
sighting at the
aviary?

for 9/04/07

60 Latvian chess great
61 Of hearing
62 Dry gully
63 Kemo __
64 Hackneyed
65 First name in
mysteries
66 Ended
67 Ninnies

68 Dawn Chong

Solutions from 9/04/07

and Carruth
69 Sleuth Wolfe
DOWN
1 Iridescent gems
2 Ship's crane
3 More aloof
4 Writer Buntline
5 Song stylist
6 Mary's charge
7 U.A.E. part
8 Martin and Astor
9 On-location
newscasts
10 Worships

33 Teases

53 Cavalry

11 Young lice

34 Twin of Jacob

weapon

12 Tricky joint?

35 Phooey!

54 Olds model

13 Bando and Maglie

36 Slangy turndown

55 Pro __ (in

21 Sexologist Shere

40 __-majesty

proportion)

22 Suspend

42 Altar lighting

56 Sharer's

24 Pale gray of face

43 Villain's look

pronoun

27 Puccini song

44 Twists of fate

57 "QB VII" author

28 Egypt's neighbor

45 Deities

58 Theda of ﬁlms

30 The Magi, e.g.

47 Contribute

59 Not working

31 Diving bird

50 Not as elevated

63 Male heir

32 Evenings to poets

52 Barrel part
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Run defense
focal point
for Carolina
Spurrier concerned over inability to tackle,
awareness on special teams play
Alex Riley

SPORTS EDITOR

Tackling the other team.
Getting 11 men on field for
punts.
These were the two biggest
concerns of the USC football
coach Steve Spurrier at his
week ly press conference
Tuesday afternoon. Spurrier
watched Sat u rday as h is
Gamecocks opened the 2007
season with a 28-14 win over
Louisiana-Lafayette.
De spite t he 1- 0 st a r t ,
t he Ol’ Ba l l C oac h wa s
left searching for answers,
particularly on defense where
the Gamecocks allowed 252
rushing yards including a
116-yard performance by
Ragin’ Cajun quarterback
Michael Desormeaux.
“Louisiana-Lafayette is a
very good running team,”
Spurrier said. “Their
offensive line blocked pretty
well and the backs ran well.”
W it h t h e c o n f e r e n c e
s e a s on s et t o op e n t h i s
Saturday against Georgia,
Spurrier is concerned about
t he Bu l ldog s’ of f e n s i ve
tendency to run. Georgia’s
Knowshon Moreno led the
team last Saturday with 70
yards on the ground, but the
Bulldog offense still features
one of the deepest backfields
in t he leag ue as Thomas
Brown, Kregg Lumpkin and
Brannan Southerland are all
quality runners.

Q u a r terback M at t hew
Stafford also showed some
abilit y to scramble as he
rushed for 19 yards.
“ It wa sn’t ver y pret t y
at times,” Spurrier said of
t he teams opening game
performance. “Most of the
strong defensive teams don’t
g ive up qu ite t hat ma ny
(yards). We’re concerned
about that. Georgia in the
last few years ran for over
200 in each game. We need
to slow down their run a
bit.”
T hou g h Spu r r ie r w a s
pleased with some of the
team’s speed it was the ability
to tack le that had him in
dismay.
“I was hoping we were
past those kind of games,”
Spurrier said. “But we’re
not past t hat. We’re not
past t he way we’ve been
playing around here. That’s
frustrating. But it is what it
is.”
In spite of the defensive
woes, Spurrier also continued
looking for answers in the
special teams, which had two
lapses in personnel and failed
to have a big return during
Saturday’s game.
“Hopef ully we can get
them out there. Hopefully
we can get better organized
t han we were last week,”
Spurrier said. “We’re taking
steps to correct that.”
But with just one game into
the 2007 season, Spurrier

Graeme Foust / THE DAILY GAMECOCK

Coach Steve Spurrier says the Gamecock defense must clamp down against Georgia in this weekend’s SEC opener.
k now s t hat t r avel i ng to
Georgia this weekend is a big
test for USC in seeing just
how far they’ve come and

how far they’ve got to go to
contend for the SEC crown.
“We’ll k now a lot more
about our team af ter t he

game Saturday,” Spurrier where we are.”
said. “We need to play more
than one game. Let’s go play Comments on this story?
another one and talk about E-mail gcksprts@gwm.sc.edu

Juan Blas / THE DAILY GAMECOCK

Left: The USC men’s soccer team started the season with
an upset of arch-rival and No. 12 Clemson last weekend.
Below: The Carolina women’s soccer team got the biggest
win in their history with an stunner over No. 1 UNC.

Soccer programs score amazing upsets over weekend
Berson, Smith start year
by knocking off two top
tier teams in first games
I’d like to go ahead and
apologize. Before you send
t he n a st y em a i l, b efore
you post a comment on my
Facebook wall, before you
call your congressman, I’m
going to spearhead this one.
I owe Mark Berson and
Shelley Smith an apology.
I owe all the USC men and
women soccer players an
apology. I owe the student
body an apology.
For those of you who don’t
k now, bot h t he men and

women’s soccer programs
started their 2007 seasons
off on the strongest notes
possible. The men’s team
t raveled to Tiger tow n
where they took down their
archrival and the 12th-ranked
t e a m i n t he c ou nt r y i n
Clemson by a final of 1-0.
Gamecock freshman Blake
Brettschneider scored the
game-winner in his debut in
front of over 6,000 fans. The
win snapped a t wo-game
losing skid to the Tigers and
puts Carolina back in talks
for competing for a national
title again.
W hile the men’s defeat
of Clemson was impressive,

no one could have expected
what went down in Chapel
Hill last Saturday afternoon.
The women’s
squad marched
into t he
nat ion’s best
team’s stadium
a nd marched
right out with
a 1-0 win off of
ALEX RILEY
Erin Sullivan’s
Fourth-year
goal in the 16th
print
minute of the
journalism
game.
student
For C o ac h
S m i t h ’ s
squad it was their first win
over a top-f ive opponent
in the program’s histor y.

For goa l keeper Li nd say
Thorstenson it was a game
to remember as she held
t he normally potent Tar
Heel attack at bay en route
to earning SEC Defensive
Player of the Week honors.
While the USC football
team was ek ing out a
28-14 win over LouisianaLafayette, t he soccer
programs at Carolina were
rewriting the history books
and setting the tone for what
could potentially be a great
season.
A nd we gave them t wo
stories in the online edition
yesterday.
Don’t get me wrong; there

wasn’t space for them in the
print issue, as a recap and
sidebar of Saturday’s gridiron
game took up all the space
sports had to offer. I just
wish there was something
else we could have done.
Both of these programs
are on the rise back to the
national spotlight, and I hope
that our paper’s coverage
gives them the respect they
de ser ve. T he se at h lete s
work hard to play but can be
overshadowed by the 80,250seat stomping ground two
miles away.
So even though it seems
l i ke propag a nd a (a nd it

probably is) I encourage you
to get out there and support
these teams. Upsets of top
15 teams don’t just happen
everyday, and with these big
time victories under their
belts, who knows what could
happen with either program
this year.
So stop in at The
Graveyard (or the official
name of Stone Stadium) and
watch t hese teams tr y to
fulfill all the promise of a
strong start to the season.
Besides, you cou ld be
watching some Gamecocks
getting ready to bring home
a future national title.

